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TO    THE 

ft.  x  g h t    Honourable 

THE 

Lord  - 


»«>— »  »         J  mi     *m 


Jiiy  Lord, 

WHEN  a  Man  refolves  to  turn 
Author,  he  immediately  looks 
out  for  fome  Great  Man,  un- 
der whofe  Protection  he  hopes 
his  Works  may  come  into  the 
World  better  recommended  j  and  tho  private  In- 
tereft  has  generally  a  great  Influence  in  the  Choice 
of  Patrons,  I  was  refolv'd  upon  this  Occafion, 
without  any  other  Regard,  to  fix  upon  a  Perfon, 

whom 


hi 
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The  Dedication, 

whom  all  the  World  Ihould  agree  to  have  the 
beft  Right  and  Title  to  this  Dedication  :  And 
here  it  was  impoffible  to  be  long  at  a  Lofs  , 
were  I  to  celebrate  the  A&ions  of  Blenheim,  Ra- 
melies,  and  Oudenard,  to  whom  could  I  think  of 
infcribing  fuch  an  Undertaking,  but  to  the  Great 
General,  who  was  jfnown  to  Command 
on  thofe  glorious  Days  ?  and  without  naming  his 
Name,  every  body  would  agree  to  whom  alone 
th%  Honour  was  due }  in  commemorating  the 
three  laft  Winter  Campaigns  in  Parliament, 
which  tho  -  not  expofed  to  much  Danger,  muft 
be  allowed  to  require  fome  Condud  and  General- 
fhip,  at  whofe  Feet  could  I  think  of  laying  this 
Treatife,  but  at  your  Lordship^  and 
to  mention  your  Name,  would  be  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  Fame  and  Reputation  which  you  have 
acquired,  by  retrieving  the  Affairs  of  the  French 
£ingy  was  not  as  well  known  to  all  the  World, 
as  the  miftaken  Glory  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
tough,  in  diflreffing  him.  Your  Troops,  it  mult 
be  confeffed,  were  good,  ready  at  the  VVord  of 
Command,  to  go  upon  any  Attack,  refolute,  and 
determined  to  go  thro  upon  all  Adventures  :  But 
yet,  as  the  Glory  of  conducting  them  is  entirely 
due  to  your  Lord/hip^  I  beg  Leave  to  lay  before 
you  this  Short  Treatife,  which  I  have  undertaken, 
not  out  of  AfFe&ion  to  Scribling,  mucfc  lefs  with 
Hopes  of  any  Reward  from  your  Lorcljhip.  I 
will  therefore  neither  prefix  your  Name,  nor 
fubfcribe  my  own,  trufting  that  die  World  will 

eafily 


The  Dedication. 

eafily  know  the  one,  and  hardly  guds  at  the 
other* 

In  writing  this  Short  Hiftory,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  ftate  all  the  Fads  fairly,  and  in  their 
true  Light,  that  the  whole  World  may  be  Judg 
of  the  Benefits  they  received  from  the  prefent 
Parliament,  and  that  all  E?igland  may  fee,  what 
they  have  done  for  the  Quiet  of  thefe  Nations, 
and  the  Univerfal  Good  j  and  that  the  Free- 
holders may  at  the  next  Election,  if  they  think 
fit,  make  Choice  of  fuch  Men,  as  are  refolved  to 
aS  upon  the  fame  Principles,  with  the  fame  Pru- 
dence and  Vigour^  and  under  the  fame,  I  mean 
your  Lerdjhip's  aufpicious  Influence* 

No  doubt,  My  Lord,  the  Expence  of  Manage- 
ment has  been  great ,  but  had  one  fhort  Rule 
h^m  obferved,  and  had  the  Members  received 
no  more  than  they  truly  deferved  from  their 
Country,  I  am  of  Opinion,  the  Commons  might 
have  oe&n  paid,  as  they  are  laid  to  have  paid  the 
Nation's  Bebts^  without  one  farthing  Charge  to 
the  People* 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  detract  from  the  Honour 
of  that  Noble  Aflembly  \  bat if  it  were  no  Oi~ 
fesice  to  your  LordflAfs  great  Modefty,  I  would 
take  upon  me  to  fay,  they  could  never  have  fer~ 
forwid  fc  many?  remarkable  Services,  had  they 
rm  fkmly  adfaerVl  to  yam  LordjHp,  sad  tfimz 
}/bnofyUabiei. 

■  Tci  diefe  therefore,  m&  yarn  Lordjbip,  die 
Honour  h  im  of  aUdiat  the  fcllowiag  Sheets 

codojo: 


The  Dedication, 

contain :  To  your  Lord/hip's  great  Truth  and  Sin- 
cerity., is  owing  the  prefent  Indefeafible  Security 
of  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  in  the  Houfe  of  Ha- 
nover, and  the  perfect  Friendfhip  between  Her 
Majefty  and  that  Uluftrious  Houfe.  To  your 
Lordfnp^s  Zeal  for  the  EjhaHijtfd  Religion,  and 
Averfion  to  Fanaticifm,  is  owing  the  Safety  of 
.  our  Church  ^  to  the  Love  of  your  Country,  and 
your  deep  Skill  in  Foreign  Affairs,  is  owing  the 
Glory  of  the  Peace,  and  the  Ballance  of  Power  in 
Europe  ^  to  your  Great  Wifdom,  we  owe  the  Ex- 
tenfion  of  our  Trade  -5  and  to  your  Vigilance,  the 
Demolition  of  Dunkirk.  In  (hort,  to  your  Lord- 
flap's  Dexterity  and  Munificence,  we  owe  what 
was  done  in  the  One  Houfe,  and  to  your  Elo- 
quence, Perfpicuity,  and  Twelve  Peers,  what- 
ever was  done  in  the  Other. 

Thus,  My  Lord,  the  Merit  of  all  that  has  of 
late  been  tranfacted,  may  be  juftly  attributed  to 
your  Lordjhip :  There  ate  fome,  very  few  I  hope, 
who  may  deny  your  Lordjhip  thefe  Attributes, 
and  fewer  yet,  who  will  be  unwilling  they  fhould 
meet  with  their  juft  Reward* 

1  am,  &c« 
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PARLIAMENT. 


IT  has  been  ufual,  at  the  End  of  former  Parlia- 
ments, to  give  the  World  fome  Account  or  Hifto- 
ry of  their  Proceedings  $  and  as  this  Parliament 
may  be  truly  faid  to  have  diftinguifh'd  themfelves 
from  all  that  ever  went  before  them,  I  think  it  but  a 
Piece  of  Juftice  due  to  them,  to  thofe  that  chofe 
them,  and  to  thofe  who  are  foon  to  proceed  to  a  new 
Ele&ion,  to  give  a  fhort  Sketch  of  their  moft  Ex  ra- 
ordinary  Tranfaftions^  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  pre- 
ferve  the  Memory  of  this  Parliament  to  Pofterity. 

Former  Parliaments  have  reckon'd  it  their  chief  Ho- 
nour and  Glory,  to  have  faithfully  difcharg'd  the 
Part  of  Patriots  $  and,  with  ail  due  Regard  to  the  Pre- 
rogative, thought  it  the  principal  Duty  of  the  Repre* 
fentative  of  the  People,  to  watch  over  and  fecure  the 
Rights,  Privileges,  Libertys  and  Prop-rtys  of  the 
Subjeft  What  Care  or  Concern  of  this  kind  has  been 
fcen  in  this  Parliament  I  need  not  fay  :  they  have 

B  prided 
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prided  themfelves  in  the  Titles  of  Dutiful  and  Loyal; 
a  CharaQer  that  no  future  Parliament  will  ever  want, 
that  will  be  ready  always  to  comply  with  and  fupport 
the  Projects  of  an  enterprizing  Miniftry  :  But  let  the 
Eleftors  confider,  (Whether  iuch  Qualifications  are 
fitter  for  a  Member  of  Parliament  of  Great-Britain, 
or  the  Parliament  of  Paris. 

At  the  time  this  Parliament  was  chofen,  all  think- 
ing Men  were  under  the  greateft  Apprehenfions  of  the 
dreadful  Confequences  that  muft  attend  iuch  a  fudden 
Change  of  Affairs  as  was  then  feen,  and  carried  on 
with  fo  much  Fury. 

The  former  Mea  Cures  moft  vifibly  tended  to  nothing 
but  confirming  a  Noble  Alliance,  formed  to  reduce  the 
Exorbitant  Power  of  France  5  to  refcue  Spain  and  the 
Indies  from  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  thereby  to  fet- 
tle a  true  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe^  to  fecure  the 
Proteftant  Inrercft,  and  in  particular,  the Protejiant 
Succefpon  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain. 

Thefe  great  Ends  were  the  chief  View  of  thofethat 
ferved  the  QUEEN  for  the  eight  firft  Years  of  her 
Reign  ;  and  with  what  Succefs  they  ferv'd  her,  their 
worft  Enemys  do  confefs# 

But  when  a  new  Scheme  was  concerted,  the  con- 
trary Meafures  were  immediately  to  be  entred  upon  ; 
The  War  muft  be  ended,  the  Grand  Alliance  diflblv'd, 
and  to  perfeft  all,  Peace  and  a  ftrift  Friendship  with 
trance  muft  be  concluded. 

But,  as  thefe  Do&rines,  when  they  were  entirely 
rew,  were  at  firft  furprizing  and  ftlocking  to  all  the 
Nation,  to  furrnize  iuch  Events  was  calL'd  Malice  and 
taQion  :  If  any  iuch  thing  could  bedefigned,  the  Par- 
liament, to  be  fure,  would  never  come  into  it,  and 
this  was  to  be  our  great  Security  $  bur  hew  far  the 
Fears  and  Apprehenfions  of  all  honeft  Men  have  been 
juftified  by  the  Event,  is  now  no  longer  a  Queftion  ; 
And  as  without  the  Concurrence  of  a  Parliament,  it 
was  impoffible  to  have  plunge^  the  Nation  into  fucU 


(II ) 

inextricable  Difficultys,  I  will  give  you  a  fhort  View, 
what  a  Share  the  Parliament  has  had  in  this  wonder- 
ful Undertaking,  and  how  far  they  have  contribjted 
to  the  Ruin  of  their  Country. 

I  have  too  much  Charity  to  believe,  that  all  who 
have  been  confenting  to  thefe  pernicious  Meafures, 
equally  defign'd  the  Mifchiefs  that  have  come  upon 
us :  Thofe  who  have  had  the  Management  of  this 
great  Machine,  and  feem  indeed  to  underftand  no- 
thing but  the  managing  of  Partys,  and  making  a  pro- 
per Ufe  of  the  Weaknefs  and  Corruption  of  Mankind, 
knew  this  defperate  Game  was  not  to  be  play'd,  but 
by  the  utmofl:  Diflimulation,  and  by  deceiving  and 
impofing  upon  great  Numbers  of  well,  meaning  Men  : 
Specious  Pretences  have  never  been  wanting  to  gild 
the  bitter  Pill,  and  the  Nation  by  degrees  has  been 
drawn  into  thefe  Extremes  ^  but  as  Gentlemens  Eyes 
begin  to  be  opsn'd,  they  furely  will  refent  iuch  intol- 
erable Treatm-nt  *  and  when  they  find,  that  what 
they  weite  told  of  other  People,  was  utterly  falfe, 
and  that  all  the  great  Advantages  they  were  made  to 
hope  for  from  this  new  Scheme  end  in  nothing,  or 
what  is  worfe,  in  the  Ruin  of  their  Country,  they 
will  begin  to  think,  before  it's  too  late,  what  muft  be 
the  unavoidable  Confequence,  if  they  perfift  to  go 
blindly  on,  and  follow  the  Difltates  of  thofe  who  have 
thus  grofly  deluded  them. 

As  there  was  nothing  which  §>ueen^  Lords ',  and  Com* 
worts,  in  all  former  Parliaments,  and  the  whole  Na^ 
tion  had  exprefs'd  a  greater  Zeal  and  Concern  for, 
than  fecuring  Spain  and  the  Weft -Indies  to  the  tjoufe  0 
Auflria^  it  had  been  too  grofs,  at  the  firft  Opening  of 
this  Parliament,  to  have  difcover'd  the  Defign  of  gi* 
ving  them  entirely  into  the  Hands  of  France  :  The 
Commons  therefore  are  taught  to  declare  tor  *  a  vi- 
gorous Frofecution   of  tie  War  in   all  its  Parts,  and 

III'      '  I         I  1     I    I  ■  ,|  ■  — ^     Mil  J     "■      ,       K 

*  Commons  Addrefs,  Nov.  30.  1710. 
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efpccidUy  In  Spain  •,  for  it  was  not  yet  time  to  take  off 
the  Mask>  and  confefs  that  the  War  was  to  be  ended, 
let  the  Conference  be  what  it  would. 

Soon  after  an  Account  comes  of  an  ACHon  in  Spain., 
much  to  the  Difadvantage  of  King  Charles,  which 
Her  Majefty  communicates  to  the  Parliament.  The 
Commons,  flill  zealous  for  the  War  in  Spain%  think 
it  neceffary  for  Her  Majefty  to  give  Direftions  t  for 
fending  and  procuring  wore  Troops  to  repair  this  Loft, 
and  not  difcouragd  by  Misfortunes,  prvmife  to  ufe 
their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  enable  Her  Majefty  to  carry 
on  the  juft  and  neceffary  War  in  which  She  was  engaged, 
and  to Jupport  Herinfucb  Meafures  as  on  this  Occafion 
fhotfd  be  thought  proper  to  retrieve  th-e  Lofs  in  Spain. 
So  the  War  at  that  time,  it  feems,  was  juft  and  ne- 
ceffary, and  Spain  at  any  rate  was  then  thought  worth 
the  faving  $  and  yet,  methinks,  if  we  had  been  very 
much  in  Earneft,  even  at  that  time,  we  fhould  have 
heard  of  Forces  fent  from  hence,  or  Foreigners  hird 
to  repair  this  Lofs:  But  as  rhe  Parliament  had  never 
any  Curiofity  to  enquire  how  far  this  Addrefs  had 
been  corrply'd  with,  lam  afraid  King  Charles  from 
that  Hour  never  found  any  Effe£t  of  this  great  Zeal 
for  his  Service. 

However,  publick  Declarations  in  his  Favour  are 
ftiii  thought  necefEiry.  Upon  the  Death  of  the  Em- 
peror, to  prevent  the  ill  Confequence  thereof,  *  the 
interefts  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  are  to  be  fupportei, 
and  the  utmoft  Endeavours  are  to  be  us'd  to  promote  the 
EleUion  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  Empire  Thefe 
Endeavours  are  us'd,  and  prove  fuccefsfui ;  but  who 
would  have  thought  at  that  time^hat  the  Empire  was 
to  be  purchas'd  by  King  Charles  at  fo  dear  a  Rate  as 
the  Lofs  of  the  Crown  of  Spain  >  But  fo  it  has  hap- 
pened ^  and  the  only  Argument  that  has  been  us'd  for 
giving  Spain  to  King  Philip,  has  been  to  preferve  the 

+  Commons  Add  reft,  J#$  j«  1710. 
*  Commons  Addrefs,  April  20.  17  u. 
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Ballaoce  of  Power  in  Europe^  which  would  other- 
wife  be  in  Danger  from  the  Conjunction  of  the  Empin 
and  Spain  $  but  I  dare  anfwer  for  the  Parliament, 
whatever  others  might  defign,  they  did  not  in  thd 
leaft  iforefee  this  unhappy  Confequence.  Thus  wa 
fee  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  firft  Seflion,  this 
Parliament  was  zealoufly  devoted  to  the  Intereft  of 
King  Charles^  as  King  of  Spain. 

Before  the  next  Seffion,  a  Proje&  of  Peace  had 
been  fet  on  foot,  and  the  World  began  to  fufpeft  that 
Spam  was  now  to  be  given  up  to  the  Uoufe  of  Bour* 
hon.  I  muft  do  the  Parliament  that  Juftice  to  confefs, 
that  this  at  firft  gave  Offence  to  a  great  many  •,  they 
knew  not  very  well  how  to  relifh  fuch  a  direft  Con* 
tradition  to  all  they  had  been  faying  and  doing  for  fo 
many  Years  paft  $  and  with  thefe  Sentiments,  'tis  ve- 
ry well  known,  that  moft  Gentlemen  came  out  of 
the  Country  to  attend  the  Second  Seflion  of  Parlia- 
ment 5  but  a  few  Prorogations,  fome  Town  Convex 
fation,  and  a  little  ferret  ConviQion,  brought  this 
Matter  to  a  Compofition  $  and  in  cafe  nothing  was 
faid  exprefly  of  Spain,  a  general  Addrefs,  *  full  of 
entire  Confidence  and  Satisfa&ion  in  the  Juji  and  Ho* 
nourable  Feace  in  view,  which  no  Body  then  knew 
one  Word  of,  was  agreed  to. 

This  Matter  then  was' to  be  managed  a  little  more 
tenderly,  and  the  Commons  were  to  be  taught  a 
new  Leflbn.  In  order  to  this,  a  Pamphlet,  calTd, 
The  Condutt  of  the  Allies^  was  publiftfd,  and  a  great 
deal  of  Induftry  ufed  to  make  this  the  Folitkal 
Creed  of  the  Party,  which  all  the  Orthodox  friends 
of  France  embraced  very  readily  ^  and  in  this  was  to 
be  found  th?  whole  Schetxje  of  the  Proceeding  of 
that  Seffion* 

This  Mafter-piece,  fili'd  with  Falfitys  and  Mifre- 
prefentations,  was  no  fooner  difperfed  and  canvaflTed 
in  the  World,  but  it  produced  the  defired  EfFr£t,  af- 

■  Til, 1 1      in«     —\  -  mi  il  ^  i    ii  .  ""       -  ■     ' 

j  Commons  Addrefs,  Decemb,%,  1711, 
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Mtfg  Arguments  for  artful  and  ill  defignlng  Mm< 
titefits^fq  prevent  aftd  prejudice  the  Minds  of  weak 
fnd  deluded  People  $  and  firing  others,  who  had  no 
Lt\tiii&  or  Opportunity  to  be  better  inform^  with 
Refegftfiint  and  Indignation    agalnft  all  the  Allief, 
tohoj  they  had  been  Made  to  believe,  had  dealt  fo 
tfnfaithfeliy  with  us  *  and  accordingly,  Addreffes  are 
fiiade  in  Parliament  )|  for  Aecdunts  of  the  Qjotas  and 
Proportions  of  her  Majefty  and  her  Allies  during  the 
Wdt^  dnd  bom  the  fame  have  been  obferved,  for  all 
Treaty  $  for  rdifirg  and  Augmenting  Proportions  |,  and 
Whatever  elfe  was  thought  neceffary  for  carrying  on 
the  Grand  Defign.    Thefe  Addrefles  produce  States 
of  the  War,  prepared  by  thofe  who  had^  procured 
em  to  be  eail'd  for-    and  who  would  not,  in  all 
probability,  deliver  any,  but  fuch  as  ferv'd  their  own 
Pmpote.    Upon  the  Day   appointed  to  confider  of 
the  State  of  the  Wa^  Eleven  Queftions  are  brought 
Into  the  Houfe*    ready   penn'd^    and  all  number'd^ 
2hd   put  into  the  Hands  of  proper    Perfons,    who 
fnoV'd  them  in  a  very  decent  Order  5    and,  with- 
er  any   more  Ceremony,     the  Parliament    in   an 
Hofor's  tinfte5   judgM  and  cenfur'd  the  late  Emperor^ 
the  pfefent  Emperor*  the  King  of  Portugal^  and  the 
itdtes  General  •  with  all  whom  it  has  been  fo  lately 
dEClated^  that  a  ftri&t  Frtendfhip  and  good  Correfpon- 
dente  was  above  all  things  to  be  cultivated,  to  render 
the  Peace  fecure  and  lafting. 

This  was  a  handfome  Step  for  one  Day,  and  a 
good  Preparative  for  what  was  to  follow  •,  but  as  the 
giving  up  Spain  was  the  great  Stumbling  block  that 
Wis  to  be  remov'd,  fomething  more  was  neceflary  to 
t*g  done  %  another  is  appointed  forconfidering  the 
Stdte  of  the  War,  and  there  fevers!  Refolutions  are 
ftia^eSi  tifhered  in  in  the  fame  manner,  ftating  the 
Expence  of  the  War  in   Spain  ^  which  is  there  repre- 

||  Dtctmb.  20.   171;*        t  Jan  $it 
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fentcd  to  be  moft  Extravagant,  and  to  have  goft  m 
immenie  Sum,  and  iucb  as  the  Nation  could  nop  any 
longer  poffibly  endure* 

By  this  means,  the  Way  is  pav?d  for  giving  up 
Spain  •,  and  what  had  been  long  before  agreed  to. 
but  concealed,  was  now  brought  to  Maturity,  ap$ 
began  publickly  to  be  avow?d  and  fupported. 

In  a  fhou  time  afterwards  {j  the  Terms  of  a  Gepe- 
ral  Peace  are  communicated,  wherein  the  giving;  pp 
Spain  and  the  Indies  appears  to  be  almoft  the  only 
tning  that  was  fully  agreed  to  and  concluded 5  but 
the  Loyal  Commons,  foil  of  Indignation  agaiqlt  jh.e 
Allies,  and  aggrieved  with  the  great  Burden  of  jth$ 
Spamjb  War,  with  %  Hearts  full  of  Gratitude  fop 
what  had  already  been  obtained \  which  feetn'd  to*  be 
nothing  but  a  French  Renunciation,  want  Words  to 
txprefs  the  Sat  h faff  ion  with  which  they  received  th§ 
good  News  of  a  Propofai  for  giving  Spain  to  J£.  Phflipp 
which  was  to  execute  it  feif, 

I  have  neither  Room  nor  Time  here  to  enter  into  at 
Juflification  of  the  AJlies^  and  to  (hew  thg  Falfitys 
3nd  Mifreprefenfatiops  of  she  State  of  the  War  in 
all  its  Parts.  The  States  General,  fenfible  of  the 
Injuries  that  was  done  them,  represented  their  Cafe 
In  a  Memorial  to  the  QUEEN*  which  foljiy  prov'd 
they  were  wrongfully  charged  by  the  Votes  and  |Js* 
foiutjoAS  pf  rhg  jftoufe  of  Commons.  This  indeed 
w&  not  to  he  gpduried,  that  any  body  Qu>fM  filare 
to  qndeceke  the  World.  The  Memorial,  ibepejfcp£, 
|s  firft  eajled  *  a  pretended  Memorial,  and  jfeexs  VQt&i 
&  Vaifa  Scandalous  find  JVlalicipyf  Libel  %  and  JVfr. 
JJut&lejy,  Mthor  of  the  P.ajly  Q>ur#nt%  who  print- 
ed  iip  l#ken  jnifi  Cufipdy  of  fhg  Stajcfflt  at  &rms. 

Buck  £9Qt\}mmu$  Juli^c^  kil  k$m  jp$t  with,  whQ 
d.ar'4  to  fpe#k  mk'4fop<3M$  Truths,   either  ftttjcbij? 

*g<nsafggj3y  fcftg.giS*U«f  W .i.'u<Wf. ;Wi ^^^l^^g* 8E*?JE3e££rr  Ui"ATv'M'TUJ  '  .'ill  ^1^ 
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Doors,  or  without.  The  States  General,  I  prefume* 
efcaped  an  exprefs  Cenfure,  becaufe  her  Majefty  had 
thisSeflion  declared  %  their  Inter  eft  injeparable  from 
her  own  $  and  the  Parliament  had  concuri'd  with  her 
in  ir« 

The  next  thing  I  (hall  remark  of  this  Parliament 
is,  the  Methods  they  took  to  recommend  themfeives 
to  the  People:  This  they  laboured,  by  endeavouring 
to  dete&great.Frauds,  and  Abufes,  and  Mifapplica- 
tions  of  Publick  Mony,  during  the  late  Adminittra- 
tion  ;  their  Difcoverys  are  all  fumm'd  up  in  a  general 
Reprefentation  to  the  QUEEN  $  of  which  1  will 
venture  to  aflerr,  that  all  the  Particulars  confift  ei- 
ther of  Faifitys,  or  Miftakes,  or  Mifreprefentations  * 
and  that  where-ever  the  Fa£f  is  true,  the  fame 
things  have  been  done  again  by  the  prefent  Miniftry, 
and  either  juftified,  or  not  animadverted  upon  by  this 
Parliament. 

The  great  Inftance  is,  that  L  35,000,000.  were  not 
accounted  for»  but  this  Charge  has  been  fo  fully 
confuted,  and  it  has  been  fo  evidently  prov'd,  that 
of  the  /.  35  Millions,  Accounts  had  been  duly  ren- 
dered for  ail  but  four  MiUious,  which  is  much  fhort 
of  one  Year's  Supply  $  to  which  the  leaft  Anfwerhas 
never  been  given,  that  'tis  neediefs  to  enlarge  upon 
that. 

But  here  may  be  feen  a  true  Specimen  of  the  Cindor 
and  Juftice  of  this  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  two 
Ufes  that  were  to  be  made  of  thi*  Vote,  were  to  raife 
a  Clamour  in  the  Country,  and  to  come  at  a  Cenfure 
of  the  Late  Lord  Treasurer,  whom  they  voted  * 
guilty  of  a  notorious  Breach  ofTru/i,  and  high  Injuftice 
to  the  Nation^  for  not  compelling  the  rejpettive  Ac- 
countants to  pafs  their  Accounts.  If  he  was  guilty, 
it  muft  be  by  lending  Orders  or  Warrants  to  the  Depu- 
ty Remembrancer  to  ftay  Procefs.    This  rhe  Houfe  of 

$  Decemb.  7, 1 7 1 1 .        April  28.  17 1  o. 
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Commons  was  fenlible  of,  and  therefore  in  order  to 
■have  the  whole  Matter  before  them,  on  Tburfday 
the  26th  of April \  17!  1.  they  qrderM  the  Deputy  Re- 
membrancer  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  what  Orders  he 
had  received  for  ft  dying  or  ijfuing  Procefs  againft  Ac- 
countants. On  Tucfday  following,  the  Firji  of  May, 
the  Deputy  Remembrancer  prelents  the  faid  Oraers 
and  Warrants  5  but  our  worthy  Patriots,  impatient 
of  Delay,  on  Saturday  the  2%th  of  April,  refum'd  the 
Confiderarion  of  this  Affair,  and  proceeded  to  Judge 
and  Cenfure,  before  the  only  FA7idence  that  could  let 
this  Matter  in  a  tn  e  L;ght,  was  before  them,  which 
they  rhemfelves  had  cail'd  for,  and  which  proved  a 
full  Juftification  of  the  Perfon  whom  they  thought  it 
necelfiry  firft  to  hang,  and  then  to  try. 

The  next  Article  is  the  Debt  of  the  Navy  :  This 
too  has  been  lb  fully  explain'd,  that  it  needs  no  fur- 
ther Juftification.  But  this  gave  the  Parliament  Oc- 
cafion  to  declare,  That  %  Exceeding  the  Parliamentary 
Provifions,  was  a  new  and  illegal  PraSice,  and  4  dan- 
gerous Invajion  of  the  Rights  of  Parliament.  It  is 
almoft  incredible,  that  immediately  after  this,  the 
Exceedings  of  the  Two  next  Years  fhould  be  grea- 
ter, and  lefs  juftifiable,  than  in  any  of  the  former 
Years. 

The  Expence  of  the  Navy  for  the  Year  171 1.  ex- 
ceeded the  Supply  granted  for  that  Service,  above 
tfooooo  /.  as  appears  by  the  Eftimate  of  the  Dsbi 
of  the  Navy,  at  Michaelmas,  17 11.  given  into  Par- 
liament. 

The  Debt  of  the  Navy  at  Chriftmas  la  ft.  as  given 
into  Parliament,  with  the  Deficiency  of  laft  Yea.'* 
Funds,  was  above  760000./.  In  both  thefe  Years  the 
Parliament  made  the  tame  Provifion  for  the  Navy, 
as  in  any  Year  of  rhe  War;  and  the  World  iriu-fr 
needs  be  fenlible  what  great  Services  have  been  done 

%  Reprefemauoii,  May  24.  1710. 
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at  Sea  thefe  laft  two  Years  *  but  both  thofe  Accounts 
of  Exceedings  have  been  laid  before  this  Parliament 
and  no  Notice  taken  of  tbem. 

By  an  Account  from  the  Exchequer  of  the  Sums 
voted  and  raifed,  and  Sums*  received  and  ijjued  for  the 
Tear  1712.  it  appears,  that  the  laft  Year's  Expence 
exceeded  the  Supplys  by  above  Half  a  Million  ^  a 
pretty  rcafonable  Exceeding  for  fuch  a  Pacifick  Year  $ 
and  altho  all  thefe  Accounts  lay  upon  the  Table,  to 
be  perufed  by  the  Members,  not  one  Word  of  Notice 
is  taken  of  them. 

The  whole  Expedition  to  Quebec  and  Canada^  was  an 
Exceeding,  for  which  no  Supply  was  ever  yet  deman- 
ded, or  granted  in  Parliament  •,  and  tho  fo  much  has 
been  fa  id  of  * Supplying  Provifwns  to  Land  forces  on. 
Board,  the  fame  was  done  in  this  Cafe,  and  likewife 
for  the  Regiments  that  were  fent  to  Spain  at  the 
latter  End  of  the  Year  jj  10  g  for  which  no  DeduUion 
has  been  yet  made  out  of  the  Pay  of  the  Forces,  nor 
any  thing  reftgned  to  the  ViHualling  5  and  what  is 
moft*  ftrange,  thefe  Services  were  under  Gonfidera- 
tion,  and  going  on,  at  the  very  Time  that  the  Parlia- 
ment was  cenfuring  the  late  Miniftry  for  the  very 
lime  Meafures. 

Another  Method  of  making  this  Parliament,  and 
their  Great  DireUors,  popular,  and  at  the  fame  time 
leaving  a  heavy  Imputation  upon  the  late  Miniftry, 
w.t$,  t  calling  for  an  Account  of  all  the  Publick  Debts, 
which  were  ftated  to  be  more  than  Wine  Millions, 
and  dif charging  them  without  any  further  Charge  to 
the  People.  That  the  Debt  at  Michaelmas',  17 10. 
was  under  Seven  Millions,  is  too  notorious  to  be  dis- 
puted ^  that  it  was  fwelPd  to  above  Nine  Millions^ 
by  near  Three  Millions  being  granted,  in  Aid  oi  the 
Suppiys  of  that  Year,  and  computed  into  the  grofs 

*  Ditto  Reprefencation.        t  Dec.  7.  I7*0« 
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Sum,  from  the  Nature  of  the  Prdje&,  is  as  well 
known:  But  be  the  Debt  what  they  plea fe,  to  fay  it 
is  paid  off,  and  without  any  Charge  to  the  People,  is 
beyond  my  Apprehenfion. 

The  Debt  was  due  in  the  feverai  Offices,  and  fe- 
cured  to  the  Creditors  by  National  Credic,  on  pioper 
Debentures,  Bills  and  Certificates,  that  carry 'd  an  In- 
tereft of  6  /.per  Cent.    How  is  this  Debt  now  dif 
charg'd  ?   By  being  transfer'd    to   rhe  general  Mort- 
gage* which  is  now  made  a  Security  for  paying  the 
tome  Intereft  as  before.    If  a  Man  owes  a  J  boa/and 
founds  upon  his  Bond,  or  any  other  perfbnal  Security, 
and  afterwards  morrgages  his  Eftare  for  better  fecuring 
the  Principal  and  Inrereft,will  any  Man  fay,that  by  this 
means  he  has  paid  off,  or  di f charged  his  Debt  ?    Or 
is  not  he,  in  Truth,  as  much  in  Debt  as  before  ?    But 
if  this  Proje&  comes  to  be  throughly  u^derftood,  it 
will  ftill  appear  in  a  very  different  Light  from  what 
the  Authors  of  it  labour  to  reprefent  it.    The  Funds 
of  the  general  Mortgage  were  before  engaged  to  the 
Year  171&  and  therefore  could  not,  till  that  time, 
,be  applied   towards  paying  the  Intereft  of  the  South 
Sea  Stock.     The  annual  Intereft  thereof  is   above 
570000  /.  which  moft  till  then  be  paid  out  of  the 
Supplys  granted  for  the  Service  of  each  current  Year, 
as  it  has  hitherto  been  done  $  and  by  the  Votes  of 
this  SeiTions,  we  fee  540000/.  granted  exprefly  for 
this  Service,  which  is  more  than  12  J.  in  the  Pound  of 
the  Land  Tax,  or  the  whole  Neat  Produce  of  the 
Malt  Tax^  applied  to   pay  the  Intereft,  of  a   Debt, 
which  is  faid  to  be  paid  oft,  without  laying  any  Bur- 
den upon   the  People.     Befides,  if  the  People  were 
not  to  be  yearly  taxed  for  this  Intereft,  who  that  has 
any  Regard  for  Pofterity,  will  fay,  That  granting  fuch 
a  considerable  Fund  in  Perpetuity,  which  would  other- 
wife  in  three  Years  have  been  at  Liberty  for  any  fu- 
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tare  Neceffitys  of  the  Publick,  is  not  laying  a  heavy 
Bu  den  upon  the  People  > 

Thus  we  fee  how  the  Publick  Debts  have  been  paid 
by  this  Parliament.  In  the  lame  Manner  do  they 
talk  of  Refiormg  Credit.  We  all  know  at  what  Time, 
and  to  what  a  Degree,  the  Stock*  funk  at  once,  that 
nothing  fince,  not  ever  Peace  it  felf,  has  buen  able  to 
raile  them  to  their  former  Value  ;  and  I  am  ar  a  lofs 
to  guefs  what  thev  mean,  who  talk  of  Rcfioring  Cre- 
dit ,  uolefi  it  was  by  making  all  Exchequer  Bills,  Spe- 
cie Bills.  There  was  indeed  a  very  great  Difcount 
upon  Koh  Specie  bills,  occafion'd  by  the  Change  of 
the  MvjI*  y  ;  c'  e  Parliament  granted  45000  /.  per  An, 
for  Circulating  Exchequer  Bills,  and  making  alt  Bills 
Specie  Bills  ^  and  by  that  means  indeed  they  did  re- 
duce the  great  Difcount  they  had  brought  upon  them, 
and  for  45000./.  per  Ami.  did  rejiore  Credit  in  the 
Angle  Inftance  of  Exchequer  Bills. 

And  nov/  I  am  upon  Mony  Matters,  I  beg  Leave 
to  mention  one  Thing,  which  perhaps  has  not  been 
confider'd  by  many  ^  what  the  kveral  Prorogations  of 
this  Seflions  from  Time  to  Time,  to  the  13  th  of 
April  laft,  did  aQually  coft  the  Nation  ?  The  ufual 
time  for  the  Meeting  the  Parliament,  and  even  the 
lateft,  according  to  the  moft  modern  Cuftom,  hath 
been  before  Chnftmas.  I  prefume  it  will  not  he  de- 
ny'd  me,  but  before  that  Time,  this  lali  Year,  alter 
.the  repeated  CelBtion  of  Arms  both  by  Land  and 
Sea,  and  after  the  Duke  of  O/mWsOrdeis  to  with- 
draw from  the  Army,  and  leave  the  Allies  to  the 
Mercy  of  France,  all  Things  were  fo  throughly  agreed 
betwixt  England  and  France,  that  the  Peace  was  in 
Effeft  concluded  betwixt  us ;  or  at  leaft,  that  we 
were  entirely  fatisfy'd,  that  there  could  be  no  further 
Danger  of  any  War  betwixt  the  two  Nations,  the 
Obftro£iior:3  and  Delays  to  figning  the  Peace,  a  tiling 
c>j$y  from  the .  Obftinacy  of  feme  of  the  Allies,  and 

a  reft- 
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a  reftlefs  Fa&ion  at  home  •,  it  this  be  true,  and  th« 
Parliament  had  been  fuffer'd  to  meet,  the  Expence 
might  from  that  time  have  been  reduced,  and  the  fame 
Force  that  has  been  judg'd  neceflary  for  our  Security 
both  by  Sea  and  Land,  for  the  laft  fix  Months  of 
the  Tear,  had  been  equally  fufficient  for  th^firft  fix 
Months,  and  no  body  will  pretend  to  (hew  me  one 
Reafon  to  the  contrary  :  If  fo,  by  comparing  the 
Provifion  that  the  Parliament  has  made  for  the  Tirft  fix 
Months  of  this  Tear,  with  the  Provifion  that  is  made 
for  the  Lafifix  Months,  we  (hall  foon  fee  what  might 
have  been  fav'd  to  the  Nation,  if  che  Parliament  had 
been  permitted  to  fie  at  the  ufual  Time. 

(a)  The  Expence  of  30000  Men  for 
Sea  Service,  for  fix  Months^  at  the  u~ 
fual  Allowance  of  above  2000000/. 
per    Ann.  for    40000  Men,   mill  a- 

moiint  to  ab  ut  -— — ~.~  ■•  « —  750000  00  oo 

(b)  There  was  granted  for  defraying   * 
the  Charge    f  ihe  Land  Forces  in  Her 
Majefiy's  Service,  for    the  Firft  fix 

Months, »» — !rrw 53*888 '14   10 


• 


Total  Charge  of  the  ift   Half   Tear,  1386888  14  10 

(a)  The  Expence  of  joooo  Men 
for  Sea  Service  for  fix  Months,  at  the 
fame    Allowance,    will  amount   to  a- 

bout  — — .    -       t -2J0000   00   00 

(b)  There  was  granted  for  Land* 
forces,   &c.  for  the   Lift  fix  Months 

of  ihisTear,  ^       »       ■     ■ *  270073   10  10 


Total  Expence  of  the   2d  Half  Tear ',520073   10  10 
The  Difference  is -*-,_  - — 8<5^S  15  04  00 

(a)  Fated  ji^rt  2  1.   1713*     0>)  Voted  May  9 .   171?. 

This 


This  proves,  to  a  Demonltration,  what  the  late 
Prorogations  did  coft  the  Nation,  a  Sum  almoft  equal 
fo  the  Neat  Produce  of  this  Year's  Land-Tax.  Such 
fiequetit  Prorogations,  and  fuch  unneceflurv  Charges 
Upon  the  People,  might  have  created  fome  Uneafinefs 
jii  a  hh  loyal  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  this  dutiful  Par- 
liament was  very  well  fatisfied,  and  readily  made  good 
all  the  extraordinary  Expences  that  had  been  made 
Without  any  Authority  or  Confent  of  Parliament, 

Before  I  leave  this  Topick,  let  me  make  one  general 
Obfervation,  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  who  thought 
the  Burthen  of  the  Taxes  intolerable,  and  that  the  de- 
plorable Circumftances  of  the  Nation  made  almoft 
Mny  Peace  defirable,  rais*d  and  levy'd  more  Money  up- 
off  the  SubjeQ:  in  Two  Years,  in  which  nothing  at  all 
has  been  done,  than  was  rais'd  in  any  Two  of  the 
Aloft  glorious  and  fuccefsfui  Years  of  the  War  $  fuch 
Stims,  as  if  they  had  been  apply'd  to  a  vigorous  Pro* 
fetation  of  the  War,  without  fuch  melancholly  and 
reproachful  Interruptions  as  we  have  feen,  had  pro- 
cured OS  indeed  afafa  la(ling%  and  honourable  Peace. 

'    But  the  Gentlemen*  I  am  afraid,  wouM  take  it  ill, 
if  I   ffaould  pafs  over  in  Silence  the  Perfons  they, 
thought  worth  their  Notice,  and  upon  whom  they 
l^fiow'd  fuch  particular  Marks  of  their  Favour. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  beaten  France  too 
ftften,  ever  to  be  forgiven  j  it  was  neceffary  he  ftiou'd 
he  difgrac'd,  or  the  Scheme  coa'd  net  go  on  h  he  was 
too  confiderable  to  be  dropp'd  quietly  $  but  becaufe  his 
J^ublick  Services  to  his  Country  could  not  be  called  in 
Qpeftion,  the  known  and  ufual  Perquefites  of  ths 
General  are  voted  Publick  Money,  and  are  to  be  ac- 
£$unted  $or> 

And 
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And  that  it  might  be  thought  that  this  Profeaitfofj 
of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  did  not  proceed  entirely 
from  Party  Malice,  they  vote,  that  the  tw  and  zhalf 
fcr  Cent,  which  had  been  dedu&ed  from  the  Pay  of 
the  Foreigners,  *  fhotfdbe  continadfor  the  Tear  IfJJi* 
and  apply*  d  for  the  Service  of  the  War,  This  bad  an 
Appearance  of  faving  fome  Money  for  the  Pubiipk^ 
but  what  was  really  lav'd,  we  (ball  foon  fee  5  a  new 
General  \%  appointed,  very  different  from  the  laft  %  A 
General,  a?  the  Examiner -fays,  that  kftew  fowfo  Obey, 
as  well  as  to  Command^  I  believe  he  did  j  but  by  the 
Clamour  that  has  been  made  in  the  World  of  the  vaft 
Incomes  and  Sallarys  of  the  $uke  of  Marlborough^ 
during  the  Time  he  ferv'd,  no  body  wou'd  hayg 
imagined  that  theiiew  Generalmuft  have  had  greater 
Appointments  and  Allowances  from  the  Publick  thai* 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ever  had  §  but  5000  A  is  ir#- 
mediately  paid  him  for  hisEquipage,  which  the  othef 
never  had  *  and  an  Allowance  of  600 1,  per  Menfem 
for  his  Table,  which  the  Duk$  of  Marlborough  never 
3*  d  or  thought  of,  is  dire&ed  by  Warrant  out  of  thg 
Moneys  granted  for  the  Service  of  the  War.  I  be- 
lieve when  this  is  computed,  and  added  to  the  5009  /, 
"all  that  was  deduced  laft  Year  for  the  Two  and  Half 
per  Cent  .from  the  Foreigners,  will  fail  (hort  of  malpngj; 
it  good  to  the  Pubiick,  The  Difference  then  is,  thf 
Foreigners  by  Treaty  gave  it  to  the  Duke  of  $A&$8a 
rough  for  Contingencies  and  fecret  Service^  the  Par- 
liament cenfure  his  accepting  \t9  and  wk»$  ttiep  I 
Grant  it  them(eiyes:  or^  which  is  the  fame  M®gv  ?Jj§ 
Mlniftry  do  it  for  them,  to  she  mw  General,  %m  thi? 
for  Fquipags  and  Table-Money  1  for3  as  for  fesrec  8$> 
vice,  we  ail  know  there  Was  an  m&  of  chat  3  and  f§f 
She  leopo/,  granted  lor  that  Service  h&  %£W?  Wii 
lifeewlfe  iffu?d  i'o  our  Peaceful  Genera!  -9  and  if  mAf~ 
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count  was  to  be  made  up  of  all  the  Salarys  and  In- 
comes which  this  General  received  laft  Year  from  the 
Publick,  they  would  as  tar  exceed  the  Allowances  of 
the  Dnke  of  Marlborough,  as  the  Anions  of  one  out- 
do the  other.  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  make  up  the 
Account  ^  but  if  any  body  will  give  himlelt  the 
Trouble  to  compute  what  is  the  Income  of  a  Lord 
Lieutenant  rf  Ireland,  of  Colonel  of  the  fir II  Regi- 
ment oj  Foot  Guards,  of  a  Regiment  of  Horfe,  of 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief  at  20 1,  per  Day, 
and  add  thefe  to  the  Sums  above-mencion'd,  I  believe 
a  good  Manager  might  farm  them  at  40000  /.  per 
Ann.  and  be  well  paid  for  his  Trouble. 

The  LordTownJhend  had  made  a  Treaty  for  fecuring 
a  good  Birrier  to  the  States,  and  the  P 'rot eft  ant  $vt ccef- 
fton  in  the  Houje  of  Hanover  to  thele  Kingdoms. 
Thefe  were  great  Obftacles,  and  fuch  as  the  JKV/sg  of 
France  mutt  needs  infift  fhould  be  remov'd  -,  what 
then  could  be  lefs  expe&ed  from  fuch  good  Friends  as 
we  are  now  become  to  France,  than  to  declare  the 
Man  an  Enemy  to  the  <QU  E  E  N  and  Kingdom,  who 
had  done  fuch  difagreeabie  things  to  our  belt  Ally  ? 

Mr;  Walpole  had  been  often  very  troublefome  in  the 
Houfe,  talked  of  Publick  Accounts,  which  he  pre- 
tended to  undetftand,  and  would,  upon  all  Occafions, 
he  defending  the  late  Miniftry,  where  he  thought 
them  clear  and  innocent  \  he  muft  therefore  befent  to 
the  Tower,  and  expelled  the  Hotife,  to  prevent  his  gi- 
ving this  Parliament  any  further  Trouble;  and  for  a 
Charge  againlt  him,  or  an*/  body  elfe,  the  Commiffio- 
ners  of  Accounts^  who  have  by  this  time  fufficiendy 
convinced  the  World,  that  they  are  of  no  ufe,  but* 
to  fully  the  Charters  of  thofe  thit  are  out  of 
Power,  and  to  skreen  the  Iniquities  of  thofe  that 
are  %  were  ready,  as  food  as  the  Word  was  given,, 

to 


(=>5) 
to  cook  up  a  Complaint  fufficient  for  the  prefent  Pur* 
pofe,  though  falfify'd  by  pofitive  Evidence  upon  Oath  * 
but  in  all  thefe  Cenfures  it  has  fo  happen'd,  that  the 
Perfonsconcern'd  may  reckon  them  asfo  many  Honours 
done  them. 

I  muft  not  forget  the  laft  Piece  of  Civility  that  this 

Courtly  Houfe  of  Commons  paid  to  the  Crown;  I 

mean  the  railing  500000/.  to  pay  the  Debts  of   the 

Civil  Lift.    I  will  not  enter  into  an  Account  how  this 

Debt  came  to  be  contra&ed  ;  Dtis  notorious^  and  every 

Officer  of  the  Houfhold  can  teftify  this  Truth,  that 

their  Arrears  are  at  leaft  double  of  what  they  were 

at  the  Change  of  the  Miniftry :  Tis  very  well  known, 

that  there  was  iffued  in  the  firft  eight  Years  of  Her 

Majeft/s  Reign,  out  of  the  Civil  Lift  Funds,  to  the 

life  of  the  War,  and  other  Publick  Occafions,  above 

500000/.  which  very  eafily  accounts  for  the  Debt  in- 

curr'd  in  that  time.    I  make  no  doubt,  but  there  have 

been  large  and  very  extraordinary  Iffues  made  iince  5 

I  do  not  fuppofe  for  the  Service  of  the  War,  perhaps 

for  obtaining  and  juftifying  this  wonderful  Peace  5  tho* 

methinks  'tis  hard  that  France  fhould  not  pay  that 

Reckoning,  which,  aitho*  I  can  give  no  Account  of,  I 

make  no  doubt  but  they  that  were  fo  ready  to  pay  the 

Debt,  had  their  Reafons  for  fo  doing,  and  can  in  a 

great  meafure  account  for  the  contra&ing   of  it : 

Whether  they  were  induc'd  to  pay  this  Debt,  for  the 

Share  they  have  had  of  it,  or  what  they  are  to  have 

towards  enabling  them  to  carry  their  next  Eieftions, 

is  not  material;  but 'tis  certainly  a  mod  dangerous 

Precedent,  to  be  mortgaging  the  Funds  that  are  fettled 

for  the  Support  of  the  Civil  L  ifts,  which  by  degrees 

may  ail  be  fo  far  engag'd  and  granted  away,  that  a 

Land  Tax,  or  a  Malt  Tax,  muft  be  made  at  laft  an 

Hereditary  Revenue  for  Support  of  the  Honour  and 

Dignity  of  the  Crowg. 
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m  Imuft  not  omit  the  Angular  Behaviour  of  this  Par- 
liament in  relation  to  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  \  I  do 
not  intend  to  enter  into  a  DHquifition  of.  the  Treaty, 
and  (how  bow  deftru&ive  it  was  to  the  Trade  of  Great- 
Britain  in  all  its  Parts  ^  That  was  fo  well  underftood  by 
all  fenfible  Men  about  this  Town,  and  I  hope  will  be 
fo  throughly  underftood  by  all  the  Trading  Part  of  the 
Kingdom,  that  they  will  either  Ele£t  none  that  gave 
the  leaft  Coumenance  to  fuch  a  pernicious  Bill,  or 
give  them  fuch  Inftru&ions  to  oppofe  any  future  At- 
tempt of  that  kind,  that  there  (hall  be  no  Danger  of  the 
Treaty's  being  rendered  effc&ual.  But  whaf  s  re- 
markable, is  theCondufl:  of  theHouie  of  Commons 
upon  this  Occafion  %  they  were  zealous  for  the  Treaty 
of  Commerce  in  every  Step,  and  would  bear  no  Oppo- 
sition, till  they  came  to  the  Queftion  of  engrofiing  the 
Bill  j  by  that  time,  Petitions  from  all  Parts  of  the 
Country  began  to  alarm  them,  and  whether  out  of 
Regard  to  the  Good  of  their  Country,  or  an  Appre- 
henfion  of  lofing  their  nextEle£tions,  1  will  not  deter- 
mine }  but  a  fuddenTurn  was  taken,  and  the  Bill  re- 
setted, and  here  was  an  end  at  once  of  all  the  wonder- 
ful Advantages  that  Great-Britain  was  to  reap  from 
this  celebrated  Peace:  But  rejefting  the  Bill  was  not 
fo  trivial  a  Matter,  and  fomething  rauft  be  done  to 
give  Satisfaction  for  this  firft  Inftance  of  Difloyalty. 

The  fame  Gentlemen,  therefore,  who  had  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  rejecting  the  Bill,  muft  now  make  a 
healing  Addrefs,  and  atone,  by  the  Lofs  of  their  Re- 
putations, for  the  good  Service  they  had  dat'd  to  do 
their  Country.  Having  at  the  Opening  of  the  Seffion 
congratulated  the  Q  U  E  E  N  upon  the  Conclufion  of 
a  Peace,  which  they  then  knew  nothing  of,  *  they  ex* 
prefs  now  their  Tbankfulnejs  for  the  Terms  and  Con* 
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ditioris  of  it,  which  they  had  juft  reie&ed  as  dange- 
rous and  pernicious  to  the  Kingdom,  liut,  they  fay,  * 
So  good  a  foundation  of  Trade  was  laid,  as  might  be 
farther  improved  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Kingdom^ 
which  they  defire  may  be  perfefted,  and  Jo  explained,  as 
fully  to  dnfwer  her  Majeflfs  good  Intentions  for  the 
Good  and  Welfare  of  Her  People.  What  a  Mockery 
is  here,  and  plain  Contradi&ion  to  all  Common  Senfe? 
But  how  it  was  underftood  at  Court,  is  plain  by  the 
Q  U  E  £  N's  Anfwer :  t  She  thanks  them  for  fully  ex- 
prejfing  their  Approbation  of  the  Treaty s  of  Peace  and 
Commerce,  andpromifes  them,  not  to  improve,  perfeft, 
or  explain,  hm  to  fecure  to  them  the  Benefits  and  Ad- 
vantages  which  with  great  Difficulty  had  been  obtain  d 
for  Her  Subjefis  :  And  for  this  moft  Gracious  Anfwer^ 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  return  their  moft  humble 
Thinks*,  thereby  confeffing,  they  did  fully  approve 
jthe  Treaty  of  Commerce^  which  they  had  juft  reje&ed, 
and  tt:at  all  they  defired,  was  to  have  thofe  fame  Ad- 
vantages in  Trade  fecur'd  to  then},  which,  for  want 
of  undemanding,  they  had  fo  lately  miftaken  for  great 
Mifchiefs,  and  unavoidable  Ddftru&ion  to  all  the 
Manufactures  of  Great-Britain.  But  by  thefe  Steps/ 
and  what  was  faid  at  the  Conclufion  of  thisSeffion, 
there  is  one  thing  the  People  of  England  may  be  very 
fure  of,  That  this  fame  Treaty  of  Commerce,  neither 
explain'd,  improv'd,  nor  perfe£ted,  and  no  other  will 
be  laid  before  the  next  Parliament,  and  no  Endeavours 
wanting  to  carry  it  thro',  and  render  iteffe&ual. 

Such  Recantations,  as  this  feems  to  be,  are  a  little 
new  in  Parliament  •,  and  I  was  at  a  Lofs  to  find  any 
thing  like  it,  till  this  Parliament  f urniftl'd  me  with  a 
Precedent.    In  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

*  Addrels,  June  2^.  1713. 
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a  Duty  upon  Leather  was  mov'd,  and  prefs'd  by  the 
Court,  but  reje£ted  as  grievous  to  the  People.  This 
Vtafs  -cfented  in  a  very  high  Manner  ^  but  a  little  Dif- 
cipiine  foon  made  amends,  and  the  fame  Gentlemen 
wno  voted  againft  a  Duty  upon  Leather^  ask'd  Pardon, 
and  oblig'd  theCort  with  their  Votes  for  a  Duty  up- 
en  Hides  and  Skins,  tanrfd)  taitid,  or  drefs'd. 

Some  fhorr  Account  of  the  Secret  Hiftory  of  this 
Treaty  of  Commerce  may  not  be  improper,  and  may 
ferve  to  enlighten  the  World  concerning  it.  When 
it  was  firft  publifti'd,  and  Obje&ions  againft  it  arofe, 
it  v^as  entertainM  by  our  Great  Men,  as  a  thing  very 
indifferent  to  them,  and  for  which  they  were  no  ways 
concerned  ;  but  defir'd  the  Bill  might  take  its  Fate,  as 
it  Oiouid  be  judgM  advantagious,  or  prejudicial  to  the 
Nation. 

When  the  Eighth  and  Ninth  Articles  came  to  be 
better  confidefd,  and  it  was  manifeft  to  every  body, 
that  the  plain  Senfe  and  Meaning  of  them  could  no 
ways  be  undei  flood,  but  to  the  Prejudice  of  Great 
Britain,  thefe  were  calFd  fa&ious  Conftru£tions,  and 
fuch  as  trance  never  means,  of  defign'd ;  and  upon 
Application  of  the  E  a  ft  India  Company,  it  was  pro- 
mis'd  them,  that  an  Explanation  fhould  be  procured 
from  France  \n  a  Week's  time,  entirely  to  their  Satif- 
fa£iicn.  But  this  Explanation  was  never  fince-  heard 
of.  There  were  feverai  Infiru&ions  given  to  the 
Committee,  for  Claufes  to  enaft  the  French  King's 
Meanings  but  the  Uneafinefs  itiil  increafing,  and  a 
general  Diicontent  arifing,  the  next  Expedient  was  to 
drop  the  Bill  $  and  ibis  was  promised  in  a  Letter  wrote 
to  the  Speaker  for  that  purpofe.  But  France  ftill  per- 
iling,, no  Explanation  can  be  had,  either  to  eafe  the 
prefcnt  Difficulty,  or  any  Hopes  gieen  of  fuch  Alte- 
rations againft  another  Parliament/ as  might  quiet  the 
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Minds  of  the  People.  What  then  was  to  be  done? 
They  who  fee&i'd  fo  indifferent  at  the  Beginning,  can 
no  longer  difguife  themfclves  *  new  Orders  are  given 
on  a  fuddcn,  and  the  Bill  mult  be  carry'd  thro'  with 
a  SPIRIT,  for  f Vance  would  have  it  fo  :  And  fo 
little  did  they  doubt  of  Succefs,  that  the  trench  Am* 
bajjador  had  an  Exprefs  ready  booted,  to  lend  the 
good  News  of  Parting  the  Bill,  to  France^  a  Bonfire 
pii'd  before  SomerfetHoufe  Gate,  and  Jones\  Guns 
ready  loaded,  to  eccho  the  Glad-Tydings  from  t'other 
Side  of  the  Water.  And  with  good  Reafon  was  all 
this  Preparation  made,  for  the  Bill  was  reje&ed  but 
by  Nine  Votes  •,  fo  narrowly  did  the  Trade  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  all  its  Manufa&ures,  efcape  the  moft 
fatal  Blow  that  ever  was  attempted  to  be  given 
them. 

But  'tis  not  to  be  wonder'd  at,  that  fuch  Attempts 
as  thefe  have  been  made,  and  that  the  good  Nature 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  fo  much  rely'd  upon. 
There  was  nothing  that  the  People  of  England  have 
been  better  pleas'd  with,  than  the  delivering  upD/w* 
kirk%  and  the  hopes  of  its  Demolition :  This  feems  to 
be  exprefly  provided  for  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and 
that  it  fhould  be  done  within  five  Months  after  the 
Conditions  of  Peace  are  concluded  and  figned ;  but 
there  follows  an  Exception,  that  the  Demoimon  (hall 
not  be  begun,  till  the  Equivalent  for  it  is  put  into  the 
Hands  of  the  King  of  France.  This  naturally  led  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  enquire,  by  an  Addrefs, 
*  What  the  Equivalent  was  to  be  for  the  demolijhing 
Dunkirk  ?  or,  in  cafe  it  was  demolifffd,  what  was  fit- 
pulated  concerning  it  >  For  'm  obforable,  that  this 
Equivalent  is  no  where  mentioned  either  in  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  betwixt  England  and  France,  or  France  and 
Holland. 
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!n  about  three  Weeks  after  t,  at*  Anfwer  comes  to 
this  Addrefs,  That  the  Equivalent  which  was  to  be  gu 
yen  for  Dunkirk,  was  already  in  the  Hands  of  the 
French  King.  *And  is  it  credible,  that  fuchan  Anfwer 
to  this  Addrefs  (hould  prove  Satisfa&ory  ?  Or  is  any 
Man  in  England  3  jot  the  wifer?  Or  does  he  know  at 
all  the  more  what  is  this  Equivalent,  or  wliat  is  be^ 
come  of  Dunkirk  ?  If  the  Equivalent  is  in  the  Hands 
of  France,  why  are  not  the  Works  begun  to  be  de- 
ttioIifhM  >  The  Peace  was  fign'd  the  laft  of  March, 
0.  S,  the  Works  towards  the  Sea  were  to  be  demo- 
lifh'd  in  two  Months,  thofe  towards  the  Land  in 
three  Months  •,  the  Equivalent,  we  are  told,  is  in  the 
Hands  of  France,  and  yet  there  is  not  one  Stroke  ttruck 
now  in  almoft  four  Months,  in  order  to  the  Demoli- 
tion 5  and  at  the  fame  time,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
is  not  only  fatisfy'd  with  fuch  an  Anfwer,  but,  what 
is  more  Orange,  have  made  a  Provifion  for  the  Garri- 
fon  of  Dunkirk  till  Chrijimds  next,  and  granted  a 
Supply  of  near  40000  /.  for  that  Purpofe.  After  this, 
what  can  we  fuppofe  too  grofs  to.pafs  upon  this  Houfe 
of  Commons  ? 

I  will  conclude  with  one  general  Remark,  That  this 
Houfe  of  Commons  muft  be  confeft'd  to  be  a  Sett  of  ve- 
ry Dutiful  and  Loyal  Gentlemen,  who,  out  of  Principle, 
will  go  as  far  in  complying  with  all  the  Demands  of 
a  Miniftry,  as  any  that  ever  went  before  them,  or 
can  ever  fucceed  them.  But  I  would  not  have  it 
thought,  that  all  this  was  pure  Loyalty  $  a  little  Re- 
gard to  themfeives,  and  a  fmail  Spice  of  Intereft, 
muft  be  allowed  to  have  had  forne  Share  in  influencing 
and  procuring  all  this  Dutiful  anil  Submiffive  Beha- 
viour. And  I  wonder  indeed,  that  thofe  who  employed 
them,  and  had  the  Benefit  of  their  profefs'd  Zeal  for 

•*'*'  '  "  ■■■—«—■ ■»  m  1  ■ 11 ■— — I  *.,  mi  »im   umaiji.—  'tmemmmm MP  *)'■■  "'■— 

t  June  20.    1713'. 

the 


the  Prerogative,  did  not  confult  their  Honours  a  little 
more,  than  fo  openly  and  barefac'd,  at  the  End  of 
each  Seffions,  to  be  Rewarding  them  for  their  good 
and  faithful  Service.  It  was  never  known  before,  that 
Days  were  let  apart  for  rewarding  Members  of  Par- 
liament with  Places  and  Employments.  He  that  mil 
look  upon  the  Votes  of  the  Laft  Day  of  the  Firft  Set 
fion,  will  find  almoft  nothing  done,  but  new  Writs 
order'd  in  the  room  of  Parliament  Men  who  had  re- 
ceived their  Wages  for  their  paft  Year's  Service.  And 
to  fuch  a  pitch  were  they  come  at  laft,  that  at  the 
End  of  the  Second  Seffion,  when  the  QUEENf8 
Speech  was  made,  and  the  Seffion  clos'd  to  all  other 
Intents  and  Purpofes,  both  Houfes  are  order'd  to  ads- 
jour  n  themfeives  for  Eighteen  Days,  as  if  fometbing 
extraordinary  was  flill  behind,  that  might  require  thg 
fitting  of  the  Parliament  ^  but  when  the  Day  corner 
nothing  is  done,  but  a  fecond  Lift  of  Loyal  Member* 
preferred  is  produced,  and  theVacancys  of  Patriots 
turrfd  Courtiers  are  by  new  Writs  order'd  to  be  MVd 
up,  that  thefe  dutiful  Members  might  be  ready,  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  next  Seffion,  to  ferve  thofe  thai 
had  fo  well  rewarded  them  for  their  paft  Services, 

This  is  a  very  fhort  Hiftory  of  this  memorable  Par* 
iiament.  You  fee  the  Pi&ure  in  Miniature  %  if  it 
were  to  be  drawn  at  whole  Length,  and  to  the  Llfef 
it  would  furprize  you  more  $  but  by  this  Sample^  th@ 
Freeholders  of  England  may  judge  by  what  Means  this 
Parliament  has  deferv'd  to  have  their  Memory  tran& 
mitred  to  Pofterity,  and  will  furely  confider  weli  of 
their  paft  Behaviour,  before  they  choofe  thofe  again, 
who,  for  the  Chara&ers  of  Loyal  and  Dtttifal^  bw§ 
facriiic'd  their  Country  to  the  Power  of  fra*ce9  whicfe 
can  end  in  nothing^  but  bringing  in  tfe§  fretendgr$ 
F^ery  and  Slavery. 
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